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the care that we could wish ; but we have glanced at enough of 
its contents to satisfy us of its great value. 

It is an important contribution to the surgical profession, and 
in a department of that art where light was much needed. It is 
precisely of the character that might have been anticipated by 
those who knew its author, being distinguished throughout by 
great good sense, sound practical knowledge, and a happy talent 
of discrimination. 

This volume could only have been written by a man of long 
and extensive experience. For many of the diseases of which 
it treats are so rare, that few practitioners have an opportunity 
of seeing them sufficiently often, to become familiar with their 
nature and management. They are, however, important, and 
some of them within the control of remedies. 

Dr. Warren has pointed out the distinctive characters of the 
various tumours which he describes, with so much clearness, that 
it would not "be difficult for others to recognise them. He has 
also given the proper mode of treatment, including the remedial 
agents and the operatives. 

The author has conferred a great benefit on science and hu- 
manity, while he has made a substantial addition to his well- 
merited fame. The mechanical execution of the work is credita- 
ble to the country. It is printed on handsome paper, with clear 
type, and illustrated by several well executed colored prints. To 
the accuracy of most of these we can bear testimony, as we had 
an opportunity of seeing the greater part of the cases described in 
the volume. 



3. — The Works of Rev. Jesse Appleton, D. D., Late Presi- 
dent of Botcdoin College, embracing his Course of Theo- 
logical Lectures, his Academic Addresses, and a Selection 
from Ms Sermons ; with a Memoir of his Life and Char- 
acter. 3 vols. 8vo. Andover ; published by Gould & 
Newman. 1837. 

President Appleton was born in 1772, in New Ipswich, 
N. H. He was graduated at Dartmouth College, in 1792, 
settled in the ministry at Hampton, N. H., in 1797, and called to 
the presidency of Bowdoin College in 1807, in which station he 
remained till his death in 1819. Diligence, sobriety, method, 
and fidelity to himself and others, especially in his moral rela- 
tions, are traits, which marked his early years, and laid the 
foundation for the usefulness and distinction to which he after- 
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wards attained. The reasoning powers and the taste were culti- 
vated with much care, during his course of academical and 
collegiate education; and when, at a later period, he entered on 
the duties of the sacred profession, the same habits of study and 
mental improvement were retained. The noble science of the- 
ology, with its subjects of deep and wearing thought, was well 
adapted to the growth and strengthening of his mind ; and we 
would commend his example during this part of his life, as set 
forth in the Memoir, to those whose station and circumstances 
are similar. 

But it is as the presiding officer of Bowdoin College, that the 
author of these volumes is most known and remembered at the 
present day ; and he is exhibited to us, in the Memoir, as pos- 
sessing a rare combination of traits adapting him to this station. 
He was eminently successful as an instructer, not only skilfully 
imparting valuable knowledge, but forming the minds of his 
pupils by the influence of his own intellectual habits and opin- 
ions. As a disciplinarian, he was wise, cautious, affectionate, 
and firm ; ever bearing about with him a sense of his responsi- 
bilities, and seeking, with untiring assiduity and self-sacrificing 
devotedness, the advancement and welfare of his pupils and of 
the College. 

The task of presiding over a College recently founded, in 
which a course of instruction and discipline is to be established, 
and whose character and standing are yet to be acquired, is pe- 
culiarly difficult and laborious ; especially when, from its limit- 
ed funds, several branches of instruction devolve upon the same 
officer. And it was under such responsibilities, and in such 
labors, that Dr. Appleton passed the twelve years of his presi- 
dency at Bowdoin, growing in his own mental stature to fair 
and striking proportions, and at the same time promoting, as 
closely allied with his own advancement, the reputation and 
prosperity of the College. Exertion and duty was ever his 
motto, and he made the influence of his example and his guiding 
principles to be felt by those around him. 

In reading the Memoir of President Appleton, we feel that 
one thus useful and revered while living, should be had in re- 
membrance and known of those who come after him. And 
when a mind of high order designs and executes the image of 
itself in unfading letters, — the forma mentis eetema, — it would 
seem to us ungrateful, in surviving friends, not to frame the pic- 
ture; and place it in the most favorable light. 

The two volumes now published, embracing the works of 
President Appleton, contain, 1. His course of theological lec- 
tures, delivered to the students of Bowdoin College ; 2. A selec- 
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tion from his sermons, several of which are occasional, others 
his parochial discourses while in the ministry at Hampton ; 
3. His Academical Addresses at the Annual Commencements 
of the College, from 1808 to 1816. 

In the course of Lectures, which, with the Memoir, consti- 
tutes the whole of the first volume and a part of the second, the 
theological student will find (along with the dispussion of some 
doctrines, which divide the opinion of the Christian world,) a 
judicious digest of the arguments, which prove the existence 
and perfections of God, the soul's immortality, and the necessity 
of a revelation. And he will see much to admire in the calm- 
ness and caution, as well as shrewdness and intelligence, which 
characterize the course of the investigation. — The Sermons rank 
well in this department of literature. Dr. Appleton was not a 
pulpit orator, in the common acceptation of the phrase ; still, he 
seldom failed to arrest and hold the attention of his hearers. 
He was, what is usually termed, an impressive preacher; and 
this power over his hearers was not that of manner alone. It 
was the power of thought, — of striking thought, set forth in 
clear, sententious, and strong language. There are also found, 
especially in his occasional sermons, passages highly polished, 
and of much beauty both of conception and language. We 
would particularly advert to his Election Sermon, which, whether 
we regard the sentiments expressed, or the refined and courtly 
style in which they are conveyed, is a production which has 
rarely been surpassed on similar occasions. We remember the 
favorable impression made at the time of its delivery, and are 
glad to see it where it may be preserved and read. 

The Academical Addresses, republished in these volumes,- are 
valuable for the statement and discussion of ethical principles, 
for their practical wisdom, and their literary excellences. They 
were prepared for occasions of much interest, and when expecta- 
tion was highly excited ; and it may be truly said, that they never 
failed to gratify, and to meet expectation. Some, at the present 
day, in running over the subjects of these addresses, may be 
surprised at the favor, with vvhich they were received by large 
and mixed audiences; but those who knew the man, or even 
looked upon him, must have felt, that grave topics became not 
only his mental and moral character, but his physiognomy itself 
These annual performances also, more than any others of his 
works, acquaint us with the writer. We see in them the very 
image of his intellect, and his heart ; his refined, delicate taste ; 
his purity and elevation of sentiment and feeling ; and that love 
of discriminating analysis, which sent light through every sub- 
ject of its investigation. 
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We are told in the Memoir, that President Appleton entered 
with much interest into philological inquiries : and we see 
abundant evidence that it was so, in the chasteness and puri- 
ty of his style. Few of our writers show equal correctness 
and propriety in the use of words, and of the idioms of the 
English language. He was also in an eminent degree a lumin- 
ous writer. The basis of this valuable trait of style, is that pre- 
cision and clearness of thought, which, as we have remarked, 
to an unusual extent characterized his mental habits. And 
what he saw clearly, he exhibited to others in a manner striking 
and impressive, with much strength and energy of language. 
To these traits, were added those simple, yet imposing graces of 
style, which indicate an imagination vigorous, but restrained, and a 
delicate and somewhat severe taste. We would, then, character- 
ize the style of President Appleton as chaste, luminous, and polish- 
ed, occasionally exhibiting passages of striking beauty and force. 

Such are the contents of these acceptable volumes. For a 
more full account of their author, of the incidents in his life, 
and of his intellectual and moral traits, and further, of these his 
works, now collected and published as a just and , we trust a 
lasting monument to his memory, we Would refer our readers to 
the interesting and able Memoir of Professor Packard, which 
adds much to the value of the publication. The stylfe, in which 
the edition is issued from the press, suits well, in correctness 
and elegance, with the intrinsic merits of the work. 



4 SteaisHcs of the West, at the Close of the Year 1836. 

By James Hall. Cincinnati; J. A. James &. Co. 
1836. 12mo. pp. 284. 

Judge Hall's work reached us at a late period of the passage 
of this number through the press, and we have only had oppor- 
tunity to look at the " preface," which, to use his language, he 
" appends " thereto. Of this, our journal is the principal theme. 

Judge Hall is at issue with us respecting the merits of his 
previous publication, the " Sketches of History, Life, and Man- 
ners in the West," reviewed in our ninety-second number. 
That he should be, is the most natural thing in the world ; it is 
on this very point, that author and critic are likeliest of all to 
differ. We were entertained with his work, and we gave him 
praise enough for it, one would think, 

" To fill the ambition of a common man." 



